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To:  - 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Coiinoil. 

Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  iinnual  Report  for  the  year 

1951. 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  old  people  in  the  population  vdthout 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  of  full  adult  working  capacity 
is  now  throwing  a  strain  on  the  community.  Many  families  are  finding  that  the 
presence  in  the  household,  or  in  a  house  nearby,  of  infirm  relatives  is  throwing 
an  increasing  strain  upon  them,  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  standard  of 
living.  In  order  to  meet  this  growing  problem,  legislation  was  enacted  between 
1948  and  1951  which  absolved  the  family  from  financial  responsibility  for  the 
care  of  its  aged  relatives*  This  change  in  lav/  did  not  enable  many  families 
to  escape  their  moral  responsibilities.  In  order  to  complete  the  nev/  arrangements 
County  Councils  were  made  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  old  who  were  for  one 
reason  or  another  unable  to  look  after  themselves,  v/hen  an  old  person  falls 
sick  or  is  otherwise  unable  to  look  after  him  or  herself  and  becomes  an 
intolerable  burden  to  others,  the  Rural  District  Council  may  apply  to  the  Court 
for  an  order  for  removal  of  that  person  to  a  place  v/here  he  or  she  can  be 
properly  cared  for.  By  an  amending  iict,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
family  Doctor  may  together  apply  direct  to  a  Magistrate  in  cases  of  extreme 
urgency . 


Although  these  measures  are  full  of  safeguards  to  the  freedom  of  the 
individual,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  appears  to  offer  an  easy  way  of 
dealing  with  any  fractious  old  person,  and  that  such  old  people  rarely  read  and 
are  in  any  case  unable  to  understand  new  ideas.  In  effect  these  old  people  are 
deprived  by  reason  of  age  and  habit  of  the  legal  defence  of  their  freedom  -  and 
a  very  special  responsibility  falls  upon  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  ensure 
that  the  rights  of  these  old  people  are  protected.  In  short  the  new  pov/ers  sliould 
be  restricted  in  their  application  to  those  oases  where  an  old  and  infim  person 
is  either  actually  suffering  from  lack  of  attention  and  care  and  is  unable  to 
help  him  or  herself,  or  is  an  intolerable  burden  to  others  and  unable,  because 
of  infirmity  to  mend  his  or  her  ways.  So  far  action  has  only  been  considered 
in  three  cases  and  on  two  occasions  the  person  concerned  voluntarily  entered 
hospital.  In  the  third  case,  adequate  help  was  obtained  and  the  old  lady 
stayed  at  home. 

It  is  important  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  this  legislation, 
because  of  the  temptation  to  use  the  pov/ers  given  to  us  v/henever  a  difficult 
problera  concerning  old  people  arises.  In  these  days  of  regimentation  it  is 
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essential  to  guard  jealously  the  right  of  everyone  to  live  their  own  lives 
provided  that  in  so  doing  they  are  not  an  intolerable  burden  to  others.  The 
problems  of  old  age  are  the  problems  of  the  future.  They  will  grow  in  size 
and  oon^lexity  in  the  next  twenty  years.  Advance  in  medical  science  may 
prolong  life  and  make  it  more  healthy, but  thqy  are  most  unlikely  to  make  it 
possible  to  defer  old  age. 

I  would  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  certain  events  during  1951:- 

Gonsiderable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  provision  of  new  piped 
water  supplies.  Main  water  has  been  brought  to  Queenhill,  Guarlford  and 
Baughton,  and  v/ork  has  begun  at  Bushley.  It  is  difficult  to  say  exactly  what 
effect  the  provisions  of  adequate  water  supplies  will  have  upon  the  district, 
but  in  any  case  it  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  present  inhabitants. 
Consideration  must  shortly  be  given  to  the  shortage  of  good  domestic  water  in 
the  Powick  District. 

At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Research  Council,  as  part  of  a  nation 
v/ide  investigation  a  san^le  survey  of  Upton  sev^^age  was  made  to  deterraine  the 
presence  of  Polionyelitis  Virus  and  other  intv.-stinal  disease  producing  germs. 

The  survey  did  not  reveal  any  carriers  of  either  poliiaqyelitis  virus  or  bacteria 
of  the  ’’enteric"  group  -  a  most  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  (There  has  been 
no  case  of  Polionyelitis  in  the  town  of  Upton  for  at  least  seven  years). 


(signed)  H.P.  CREEK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  ^irea. 
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ilor'eage  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Nuinber  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  the  rate 

b  o  ole  s  •••  •••  #94 

Rateable  Value  . . 

Sui.i  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


t  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 

4  •  • 


50,947 

3,750 

£66,136 

£266 


Resident  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estiuate) 
Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  popu- 

a  t  ^  994  999  999  999  999  999  999 

Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still-births) 
Death  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  popu- 
latxon)  999  999  999  999  999  999  999 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 


15,050 

1296 

3O96 

10.8 

26.31 


Comparable  data  for  England  and  Wales,  1951. 


Birth  Rate  ...  , 
Death  Rate  99.  . 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


•  •  • 
t  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  •  t 
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4  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


15.5 

12.5 

29.6 


DSMTHS 


CRUSES  OP  DERTH  (dll  Ages) 

M  P  Total 


Influenza  9 . . 

4  •  • 

2 

7 

9 

Tuberculosis  ... 

•••  ••• 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

•  •  4 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer  (all  fori.is) 

•  ••  ••• 

4  •  4 

12 

12 

24 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  systeiu 

•  •  4 

10 

7 

17 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries 

•  •  • 

30 

24 

54 

Nephritis  ... 

•••  •t# 

4  4  4 

- 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

444 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  and  other 

respiratory  diseases 

3 

7 

10 

Diseases  of  digestive  syster.i  ... 

4  4  4 

- 

1 

1 

Leukaemia  . . . 

999  9.9  999 

444 

- 

1 

1 

Violence  ... 

999  999  999 

444 

7 

4 

11 

All  other  causes 

444 

16 

8 

24 

86 

78 

164 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEiiLTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREi\ 


Laboratory  Services. 

Chemical  analysis  is  carried  out,  as  before,  by  arranganent  vdth  the 
County  Laboratory  at  the  County  Buildings.  Bacteriological  examinations 
are  now  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester  Royal 
Infirmary. 

Clinics. 


There  are  none  provided  by  this  Authority. 


The  County  Council  have  provided  by  local  arrangement  with  Voluntary 
Caxiittees,  for  Infant  V/elfare  Centres  to  be  held  at  the  following 
places; - 


Upton-upon-Severn  . . • 


Welland 


Hanley  Swan  . • • 


Kempsey 


1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  the  month 
at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  in  the  month 
at  2.30  p.m. 

3rd  Wednesday  in  the  month  at 
2*30  p*m. 

1st  Thursday  in  the  month  at 
2.30  p.m* 


Clinics  are  also  provided  at  Worcester  and  I'/ialvern  under  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  the  County  Council,  for  Maternity  and  E^ye  Cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEilSES 

XI  severe  outbreak  of  measles  that  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  followed  the  peak  incidence  of  cases  that  occurred  in  the  Autumn  of 
1950  in  nearby  largp  towns.  This  considerable  delay  in  the  passage  of 
measles  from  tewn  to  country  is  interesting  in  view  of  the  raLoification  of 
modern  transport. 

Visits  to  premises  for  investigation  ...  27 

Premises  disinfected  after  notifiable  diseases  ..»  14 
Pranises  disinfected  after  other  diseases  •••  2 


Tuberculosis. 

xlt  the  end  of  1951  the  tuberculosis  register  contained  the  names 
of  42  males  and  44  females,  who  norr.ially  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  9  nev/  cases  v/ere  notified,  8  on  account  of 
pulLionary  tuberculosis  and  1  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  in 
part  of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISSilSSS,  1951 


> 

I  No  age 
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S.'iMIT;iHY  INSPBOTOR'S  REPOJffl 


for  tho  Year  ended  31 st .December,  1951* 


To:  - 


The  Ghairr.ian  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  a  report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  year  ended  December,  1951. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 


General  complaint  s  ...  . . .  *  •  •  ...  ... 

School  inspections  (sanitary  accoixiodation) * . .  .4.  ... 

Visits  for  water  and  mi  11c  sar.ipling  . 

Visits  to  food  shops  . .  ... 

Drains  tested  .  * . 

Cow  shed  inspections  . .  ...  * . 

Housing  Act,  1949: 

Visits  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants  ... 

Inspections,  tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  . . 

Drainage  inspections  ...  *.4  .»•«  . 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  ... 

Visits  to  hop  pickers*  dwellings  ...  . . 

Repair  licences  inspections  (Civil  Building  Control)  ... 

Miscellaneous  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Investigations  of  Overcrowding  . . 

Visits;  National  Assistance  Act  ...  ...  . 

Verminous  Premises  fumigated  .  ...  ... 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. 


No.  of  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ,,,  . . . 

IOleanliness  . . 

Sanitary  Accom  . 


62 

6 

118 

37 

62 

31 


24 

42 

108 

35 

5 

29 

334 

3 

13 

7 


18 

Nil 

Nil 
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IWSPEGTIOH  .WD  SUPERVISICH  OP  POOD 


Bakehouses. 


No, of  Bakehouses  in  area 
No. of  inspections 

No, of  notices  served  ... 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


;  Cleanliness 

f 

i Sanitary  Accorn. 


•  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  « 
•  •  • 

«  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 


7 

16 

Nil 

Nil 


Ice  Grean, 

No,  of  Manufacturers  ,,, 

No,  of  Retailers  ...  ... 

No,  of  inspections  of  premises 

Cafes,  Kitchens  and  Public  Houses. 


•  h  • 

•  •  • 
«  «  • 


No,  of  inspections  made 
No,  of  notices  served 


•  •  • 


fCleanliness 
(Sanitary  Accor.i 


•  ♦  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  t  • 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


Nil 

18 

7 


28 

Nil 

Nil 


Pood  condeioned  as  being  unfit  for  Hui.ian  Consuroption. 


ivustralian  Peaches 
Luncheon  Meat 
Pork  Loin 
Imported  Han 


3  tins  Potatoes  246lbs 

7  tins  Rolled  Oats  391b s 

1  tin  Herring  Roes  k  stone 

21  tins  Braised  Kic'jieys  2  tins 

Beans  in  Tor.iato  Sauce  1  tin. 


Private  Wells, 


WATER  SA1;PLING- 


No,  of  Samples  submitted  for  Analysis 

Result  -  Satisfactory  . 

Unsatisfactory  ••• 


«  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  #  • 
•  •  • 


137 

44 

93 


No.  of  wells  cleaned  and  repaired  as  a  result  of  in- 
fomal  action 
No.  of  wells  closed 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
f  •  • 


•  ♦  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


t  •  • 
•  •  t 


6 

4 


Svidivming  Baths, 

No,  of  privately  owned  swir.ii.iing  baths  open  to  public 
No.  of  saiirples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ... 

Re  suit  “•  Sat  1  sf  act  ory  ...  ...  ...  ...  •*. 

Unsatisf act  oiy  ...  ...  ...  .*•  ... 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  •  • 


1 

1 

1 
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HOUSING 


Mo,  of  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ,,, 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons 


*  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • , 


•  •  •  44 

.. .  32 

.. .  12 


Table  shov/ing  number  of  houses  completed  by 
authority  as  part  of  the  Post  ¥ar  programme; 


the  Local 


y 


Year  _! 

\ 

i 

} 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 


Houses  Completed 


10 

27 

53 

8 

46 

32 


In  course 
of  Erection 


nuuairiG  ACT,  1949 

for  Improvenent^r^nt'^^^^  indicates  the  position  regarding  applications 
r  improvement  Grants  received  since  the  Act  came  into  force. 


Applications  considered  by 
Local  Authority 


Applications  submitted  to 


Approved 

1 

Rejected 

Approved 

Rejected 

- - - - 

Under  consid¬ 
eration  at  end 
of  year 

15 

2 

|~ - 

9 

2 

- - - 

2 

Table  slicn,ving  value  of  applications  approved,  and  also  the  cost 
ot  work  caapleted  up  to  3 1st  .December  ,1951 . 


Applications 

Approved 

Est  .Cost 
of  Work 

r - - - — 

j 

jTotal  iimount 

i  of 

|Grant  Payable 

.No, 

Caapleted, 

1 

1  Total  Cost 
of  Works 

. 

Amount  of 
Grant  Paid. 

9 

— »  1 

£3339.11 .11. 

i 

£1560  1  4 

1 

' 

£1087.8.11d. 

£535 
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iAotion  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year; 

Public  Health  ^cts; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  Y;hioh  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  1 


Under  the  Housing  Act,1936:- 

(1)  Nuiuber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ^ 


miERAOE 


Sewers  and  disposal  works  are  provided  and  maintained  ir^  the 


following  parishes; - 

Up  t  on-up  on-S  0 vern  . . , 

Kempsey . .  , , , 

Callow  End  . . 

Earls  Croome  . 

Hanley  Castle . . 

Hanley  Swan  ...  •  •  • 

P  O'V'H  ck  •••  •••  ••• 

A  number  of  smaller  sdiemes 
of  houses  are  also  in  existence. 


• » •  • » •  Pmiping  Scheme 

...  . • .  ditt  o 

•  *  •  •  •  •  di  1 1  o 

...  « • •  ditt  o 

...  •••  Gravitation 

•  • •  •  •  •  dit  t  o 

•  • •  • . •  ditt  0 

dealing  with  sev/age  from  small  groups 


j 


1 


REFUSE  COLLECTIOT 


Area  served  •**  .. 

Service  •••  •• 
Disposal  •••  •• 
Approximate  amount  of  refuse 


.  •  ♦  JThole  area  about  8^0  of 
properties. 

Fortnightly  in  most  areas. 
...  To  three  tips. 

. ..  1,100  tons  per  year. 


RODENT  CQNTNOL 

No. of  infestations  treated  ...  •••  89 

Private  houses  ...  . .  37 

Business  premises  ...  .  . .  35 

No. of  other  infestations  •«,  •••  1? 

No, of  complaints  received . .  52 
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A  free  treatment  is  given  in  resi^oct  of  private  d^vellings,  but 
a  charge  based  upon  tinie  and  r.iaterial  is  inade  in  the  case  of  faros  and 
other  business  premises. 


(signed).,  E.CRDlva^ffiLL, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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